Wet Meadows

ike grasslands, wet meadows
are home to grasses and
sedges and few, if any, trees.
But, unlike grasslands, wet
meadows are saturated with
water during most of the year.

Occurring between about 3,300
feet and 9,800 feet in elevation,
wet meadows are uncommon in
Utah. But where they do occur,
a wide variety of plants and
wildlife have adapted to take
advantage of the wet conditions.
Unfortunately, these habitats are
declining across the state, and
the wildlife that calls them
home is becoming increasingly
threatened.
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Species on the Edge

Wet meadow wildlife is threatened by both natural factors, such as drought,
and human disturbances, such as habitat loss. Because wet meadows are rare,
disturbances to each habitat are serious. Wet meadow habitats are home to four
species of conservation need:

Tier One—Very High Concern
Columbia spotted frog

Tier Two—High Concern
Bobolink, smooth greensnake
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Columbia spotted frog

Tier Three—Moderate Concern
Common gartersnake

What's Threatening Utah's Wet Meadow Habitat?

Stream straightening, or channelization—When rivers and streams are channelized, water in the stream moves
much more quickly and many streamside plants and animals can’t survive the new conditions.

Land development—Whether it’s to create new housing or to accommodate industrial needs, many of our wet mead-
ows are being lost to development.

Drought—Utah’s prolonged drought has caused some wet meadow habitats to dry up.
Improper Grazing Practices—Livestock over-grazing can create long-term damage in wet meadows.

Improper OHV use—When not operated on designated trails, off-highway vehicles (OHVs) disrupt wildlife, compress
the soil and cause long-term damage to wet meadow plant life.

Water development—Utah’s expanding population is demanding more and more water, making less water available
for wildlife habitats such as wet meadows.

Taking Action

Protecting Utah’s wet meadows will require coordinated action among a variety of partners across the state.

Conservation Actions
The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources has identified the following key actions needed to protect mountain riparian
habitats:

1.Increase and secure water flows in our state’s waterways.

2.Permanently protect certain wet meadow habitats using tools such as conservation easements.
3.Restore degraded habitats to more natural conditions where possible.

4. Partner with other government agencies and private landowners to enhance wet meadows.
5.Enforce OHV regulations.

6.Research and monitor wet meadow habitats.

7.Educate the public about the value of wet meadows and how we can help ensure their future.

Conservation Partners

The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources is working closely with local governments, the Utah Farm Bureau, private
landowners, the Utah Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation Commission, the Utah Chapter of the Audubon
Society and others to protect wet meadow habitats.

Division of Wildlife Resources
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