
May 2010 
Recommendation to Wildlife Board: “release of captured snakes”  
 
Short distance translocation: defined as transport of animal to suitable area within or 
near its normal or estimated home range (30-125 acres).  

 Rattlesnakes exhibit strong site fidelity to a specific hibernaculum (over winter 
habitat) and foraging areas 

 May return to snake-human conflict area after translocation 
 Studies suggest 2-50% of snakes return to conflict area 
 Most translocated snakes that return to conflict area (because it is within their 

home range) remain undetected  
 20 days + 9 days to return to home range 

 
Long distance translocation is not recommended.  Long distance translocation is 
defined as transport of an animal outside of its normal or estimated home range. 

 altered movement patterns 
 atypical behavior 
 increased encounters with humans 
 increased mortality rates 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 Translocate nuisance snakes <1 km (0.62 mile or 1093 yards) to suitable habitat  
 Mark rattles with spray paint (different color each year) to identify snake that has 

been translocated 
 REPEAT OFFENDER: If snake returns and causes additional conflict, 

humanely euthanize following DWR Wildlife Euthanasia Policy (W5WLD-11).  
 
EDUCATE THE PUBLIC 
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